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IRSA: CALL FOR UK VETS
AKE LEAD ON PREVENTIO

“This ‘superbug’ strain o

MRSA is widespread and occyrs

in the UK as well. MRSA infe¢-

i

in the UK as they are in the USA,
The paper concludes:and Britain has among the high-
“Healthcare providers are at thest rates of MRSA in Europe.”
bpy qhEhegalls follow the releaséorefront of protecting the vital He added: “Vets need to raisp
epdiqerican research into biteelationships between peoplawareness among pet owners pf
and their pets. Clinicians mugte risk of MRSA and they al$o
Richard Oehler, an infectiousontinue to promote loving peheed to be familiar with how tg
andésdase specialist from the Urawnership, take an adequate patanage and treat MRSA infec-
g. versity of South Florida, found dmstory, and be aware that assotiens of pets.”
tarttreased risk of humans acquited diseases are preventable
caidgrpgtentially fatal communityda recognition, education an@ood hygiene
.caciired infections from cadimple precautions.”
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He said the profession needed toe put to the back of vets’ minddeen “inundated” with American
Dr Oehler said Britain’s peensure good hygiene to prevent “For the UK veterinary profesenquiries about USA 300, and

that infections like MRSA couMoss Foundation, said she hadore to raise awareness.”

nils deubtiired inhe Lancet Infecpopulation was at risk from conhiospital-acquired infections gion, antibiotic resistance is anged UK practitioners to take
articles on nutrition, aloigusitiseasgrirnal, Dr Oeh- munity strains, including USpets, and work with the humamncommon occurrence at theanfection prevention seriously.
miles’'aupdper, “Bite-related an800/ST8, and he urged practimedical profession to monitomoment; we’re not seeing any- She said: “USA 300 is such a
meafttic syndromes caused kjoners to educate owners abouind treat community-acquirething like the massive incidencegssive problem in the US — it's
rtscats and dogs”, discusses treattibiotic-resistant infections. MRSA strains.
ment of clinical cases and warnsSo far, recorded cases of Tim Nuttall, senior lecturer irhave a window of opportunitycomes here. We're in a better
Ld 96 ke threat of community-MRSA in British cats and dogsrmatology at the University dfere to get our house in ordeposition on MRSA than in the
prﬁgqﬂlred strains spreading backve involved the hospitalkiverpool, applauded the goodnd take the lead on the issue.US. However, our animals are
b1 Anghforth between humans andcquired strains ST22 and ST38ygiene practices of British vets,Dr Nuttall said vets neededtill in a vulnerable position and
pfginals. Reference is made to Dr Oehler toldVeterinary but said there was still “scop® concentrate on tackling theets have got to take this seri-
ad¥Rad igtrain USA 300/STElimes “Research | cite in myto do more when it comes toroot cause of antibiotic-resistaotisly. We need more monitoring
bmwhieR jsgpecoming prevalent iarticle has documented transafection management”.
" 5(@ as well as cases isolatission between pets and He said: “We can't get comuse of antimicrobial drugs.

they are seeing in the US. So, wanly a matter of time before it

bacteria and ensure responsibéad surveillance — we're getting
there, but there’s not enough

laparoscopic instrument@® Atper strains of multidrugeeople and vice versa with thplacent about this — it's a dangerJill Moss, founder of The Bellzeing done. Vets need to do
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“EXciting year ahead

bintedHEonaw president of the Pig Veterinal
regional veterinary bysinesgiety (PVS) has forecast a “busy a
managers. Louise M3cleaaxaitily” year for the organisation, addingg
cover north-east Scotlaf :
former VN Gemma Chair®igvilelfare and disease issues.
Bir- Peter Brown (pictured), of the Georgg
y,| a¥sterinary Group in Malmesbury, Wilt- s B\
former VN, joins as managhe fieplaced Derek Armstrong at the society’s annual meetin
Berkshire and Oxfordishjre, @massuming his new role, Mr Brown stressed that his prit
bok alftefor the year ahead was the control and elimination of
area&ndemic diseases, such as porcine reproductive and respirat
syndrome and swine dysentery.
bdLicts Ve have a great opportunity now to bring the whole of the|
has donated £2,000 Wo tHPigfndustry, vets and regulators together to improve the healtf
Canaural ear drops t niv?flithe national herd and of pig health in the future,” he said.
brgea Mr Brown said the PVS would be working with bodies suct]
Dogs and Cats Homd ahdS the National Pig Association to identify pig keepers acros

Dogs Trust have beem prdhﬁ’cf@ﬂmy that could plan against future disease outbreaks.
part He said: “We're being proactive. But vets and farmers can he

of Dechra’s corporatd s bdigfo nd out where these smaller guys are.
“If we don’t have this kind of information, any kind of disease
elimination plan will come off the rails before it even starts. I'm
or a quiet year regarding disease — though | may ha
%)%He front line answering questions if swine " u gets as
abad as predlcted this winter.
‘We have a busy year ahead of us and it's an exciting time.

has

its annual Indulgence| D&9YiGA| in its objectives.
Thelt does not appear that theof cial comment made last yeal.

event will include animafovernment desires to have a A Government spokesmai
arfUhigstnership with industry thalaid Germany and the Neth}
sage and holistic treatm@fifaene t the nation’s people. erlands had successfully impje
visitInstead, it could result imented animal health cost shgr-
maging British agriculture jusg and Britain should set a futy

| | VT89.27 master 2

VETS CALL FOR RETHINK ON ANIMAL
and Q%[_TH PROPOSALS - from page one

N puktabsector, and asking indwdifficult market conditions an
Ay to pay for what is a Governneeds support,” Mr Aldiss adde|

ment duty seems unacceptable. Veterinary Times asked DEH
Mefosgeme is contradictoryto respond to contemporary
holllnfegyed and fundamentallgoncerns from the veterinar
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